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Month, which was organized by the Hispanic
Advisory Group at NASA Glenn. As employ-
ees at NASA celebrate the heritage, culture
and numerous contributions of Hispanic Amer-
icans in Greater Cleveland and throughout our
country, we reflect on this year’s theme: “Her-
itage, Diversity, Integrity and Honor; The Re-
newed Hope of America.”

Americans of Hispanic descent have served
our country in numerous ways. Their rich and
diverse culture has touched the life of every
American and has been an invaluable compo-
nent of Cleveland’s diverse social fabric.

| also rise in honor of this years keynote
speaker, NASA astronaut Jose M. Hernandez,
who was part of the crew aboard the space
shuttle flight, Discovery, from liftoff on August
28, through touchdown on September 11,
2009. His leadership and expertise in the
fields of chemical, computer and electrical en-
gineering have promoted great strides in sev-
eral areas of scientific study.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and celebration of Hispanic Herit-
age Month, of the NASA Glenn Research
Center and of Astronaut, Jose Hernandez.
The innumerable contributions made by His-
panic Americans have added immeasurably to
NASA Glenn’s unparalleled global record of
success.

——————
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Lake Parsippany Vol-
unteer Fire Company, District #3 located in
Morris County, New Jersey, which is cele-
brating its 75th Anniversary.

In 1935, a group of concerned citizens, rec-
ognizing the need for fire protection in the
Lake Parsippany area, began taking steps to-
ward the formation of the Lake Parsippany
Volunteer Fire Company. The Fire Company
was formally organized in early September
with incorporation formalities approved on No-
vember 2, 1935.

Determined to start the company off suc-
cessfully, members loaned money to purchase
some fire equipment and a committee was
formed to investigate the possibility of pur-
chasing a used fire truck. By December 1935,
just one month after organizing, the company
had acquired its first fire truck from the Living-
ston Fire Company. The Morris Plains Fire As-
sociation provided fire rings with which to
summon members to a fire.

In the early days, meetings were held in the
residences of Mr. Peter Yeager and Mr. Ed-
ward Flanagan. The Lake Parsippany Property
Owners Association Club House eventually
became the gathering place.

After establishing a place to meet, the next
step members took was to obtain a suitable
location to house the fire truck. Land was pur-
chased from the New York Daily Mirror and
construction was started on the firehouse in
August 1936. Through the efforts of its mem-
bers organizing dances and raffles and the
help from generous contributors, the Fire
Company had become a fully functioning fire
company just one year after organizing.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Shortly after their first anniversary in De-
cember 1936, the Fire Company welcomed
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Lake Parsippany
Volunteer Fire Company. The Auxiliary per-
formed remarkable work for the firefighters
and are credited with the company’s steadfast
progress. The Ladies Auxiliary spent many
nights supplying hot coffee in the freezing
weather while the members were engaged
with firefighting duties.

The passing years have seen continued im-
provements for the Lake Parsippany Volunteer
Fire Company. In the year 2002, the company
moved across the street to their new home.
However, the old firehouse still continues to
serve the community as a substation for the
Parsippany Rescue and Recovery Unit. In
2007 the Company added a 75 ft. Pierce Lad-
der Truck.

The Lake Parsippany Volunteer Fire Com-
pany continues to welcome new members into
an organization dedicated to protecting their
community and living out their motto: “Neigh-
bor protecting and helping neighbor.”

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating the Lake
Parsippany Volunteer Fire Company, District
#3 as they celebrate 75 years of community
service.
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Mr. MEEKS of New York. Madam Speaker,
| offer these remarks on my own behalf and
on behalf of my fellow co-chairs of the Con-
gressional Colombia Caucus which includes
Representative MARIO DIAZ-BALART, Rep-
resentative HENRY CUELLAR, and Representa-
tive AARON SCHOCK. As co-chairs of the Cau-
cus, we recognize today the tremendous work
and legacy of the Republic of Colombia’s out-
going Ambassador to the United States, Caro-
lina Barco. Since 2006 Ambassador Barco has
been an exemplary representative of the gov-
ernment and people of Colombia. She has
worked tirelessly to deepen the ties between
the United States and the nation of Colombia,
a key South American ally.

Ambassador Carolina Barco has been an
effective advocate on behalf of her country en-
suring that we are well aware of the many
ways that the United States can support a
promising vision for the future and the contin-
ued progress of our ally, to the benefit of our
entire hemisphere. There has been much
progress for us to support. While she has
been Ambassador to the United States, we
have seen evidence of the commitment of Co-
lombia to continue efforts to reestablish and
maintain government control over its territory,
fight drug trafficking and terrorist activities, re-
duce poverty, and become a more inclusive
society. Despite Colombia’s decades long con-
flict with guerrilla forces and paramilitary
groups, public security has been restored in
many areas previously under siege, and a sta-
ble environment for investment has been cre-
ated.

As Ambassador Barco passes the baton to
her successor, we know that her country is on
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strong footing and her work here in the United
States has created long lasting relationships
that will continue to be fruitful; though she is
leaving her legacy lives on. We wish her well
on her future endeavors.
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Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the accomplishments of Chief
O'Neil, a resident of New Jersey and dedi-
cated member of the Neptune Township po-
lice. Chief O’'Neil has recently completed 40
years and 4 months of distinguished service in
the township of Neptune and will be retiring
this winter. | applaud Chief O’Neil’s achieve-
ments and dedication and recognize his work
which serves as an inspiration to us all.

A native resident of Ocean Grove, New Jer-
sey, Chief O’Neil's career of public service
began in 1964 when he served in the New
Jersey National Guard until 1970. He was
then assigned to the patrol division of Neptune
Township Police until 1979. During his career
on the force, O’'Neil earned several pro-
motions, including Sergeant in 1981, Lieuten-
ant in 1985, Captain in 1987, Deputy Chief of
Police in 1996 and most recently, Chief of Po-
lice in 2003. Furthermore, he remained an out-
standing member, former president and vice
president to the Policeman Benevolent Asso-
ciation as well as the Fraternal Order of Police
State Lodge.

Chief O’Neil’s civic achievements have also
helped to form numerous organizations de-
voted to further advancing the safety and well-
being of the Monmouth County community. In
1994, he chaired a committee that established
a fund that gives monetary donations to fami-
lies of officers who were killed in the line of
duty. In addition, he helped establish an edu-
cation fund as well as a fund for healthcare for
special case residents of the area. Moreover,
O’Neil has served or continues to serve on
multiple organizations, including the New Jer-
sey Governor's Awards committee and Attor-
ney General's Awards committee.

Chief O'Neil's enthusiasm for service ex-
tends well beyond his call of duty as a police
officer as evident in his active community
leadership. A true member and devotee to his
community, he has dedicated his time to
coaching numerous youth sports teams includ-
ing little league, recreational basketball and
soccer, and travelling boys and girls soccer.
The youth and families of Neptune Township
are fortunate to have benefited from Chief
O’Neil’'s energetic service and civic participa-
tion.

Chief O’'Neil has tirelessly devoted his time
to his community and epitomizes what it
means to give back. Madam Speaker, please
join me in leading this body in acknowledge-
ment of the extraordinary contributions of
Chief Howard O’Neil. He is a greatly valued
citizen of the State of New Jersey, and | am
honored to recognize him today.
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